
 

 

 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions and Responses Regarding Single-family Ownership in  

Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District 

 

1. What is DCURD? 

 

Dallas County Utility and Reclamation District (DCURD) is a special property 

tax district created by the State of Texas in 1972.  It was organized by the original 

developer of the Las Colinas area to fund certain infrastructure, which was 

required in order to develop the property.  Most of the required infrastructure was 

water related systems because the affected property fell within the flood plain 

limits and therefore could not be developed.  The result of completing this 

infrastructure “reclaimed” the land and it is no longer within flood plain area.   

 

DCURD encompasses approximately 3,600 acres wholly within the Las Colinas 

area and the City of Irving. 

 

2. Will I pay this special tax? 

 

Yes, but your property benefits from a tax abatement, which limits your exposure 

to the tax.  This does not affect the value of your property for the other tax 

jurisdictions including the City of Irving, Dallas County and the Independent 

School District.  It does not fully exempt you from the DCURD tax, however it 

greatly reduces it. 

 

3. Is this abatement automatic or do I need to request it? 

 

You must file an annual application for property tax abatement exemption.  
This must be filed with the Dallas Central Appraisal District each year by April 

30.  It is a simple application, which you will be able to do yourself.   

 

4. How do I get the application form and where do I file it? 

 

The Dallas Central Appraisal District will mail a form to you in late January.  You 

may also call the appraisal district directly at 214-631-0520 and request the 

application form or download it from the district’s web site at dallascad.org.  

From the main web page click on “Forms” and then “Application for Property 

Tax Abatement Exemption.”  Once you complete the form, send it directly to the 

appraisal district.  The address is on the form. 
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5. What happens if I forget to file the application? 

 

You would lose the exemption for that year and have to pay the full tax, which 

based on today’s rate would be about $4,770 on a $300,000 home. 

 

However, you will be given multiple opportunities to file.  First, the appraisal 

district should send you the form in January.  If they fail to mail the form to you, 

then download a copy from the web site or call and request the form.  If you fail 

to file the form before tax statements are prepared each October, this office will 

send you the form with your tax bill with an explanation that the application must 

be filed immediately or the full tax will become due.   

 

6. What happens if I don’t pay the DCURD tax? 

 

As mentioned above, this is the only reason that your exemption can be denied.  If 

you fail to pay the DCURD tax, your tax liability will become the full liability for 

not only the current year, but also retroactively to year one of your abatement.  

DCURD has the same rights and remedies to collect this tax as cities, counties 

and school districts do, including foreclosure of your property and the right to sale 

the property at a tax sale. 


